A WORTHY CHEISTIAN

Godls Word has much to sy sbout woerthy Christians. The name “Christian' is o
complimentzry and worihy ons.

Peul repestedly erphasizad the importance of walking worthily as a Christlsn.

Y therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, besesch vou that ye walk wortny of the
vocation wvherewith ye sre called.? Zphesizns 4:1:; WThat ye might walk worthy of
t¥e Lord unto all pleasing., being froisful in every good work, and incressing in
ithe knowledge of God® Colossisng 1:10; "Thet ye would walk worthy of God, who hsth
called you uwnbo his kingdom snd glory.? I Yhesssionisns Z:32. Christ ssids %He
thet lovedh father or mothsr morve then Me iz not worthy of Me " HMatthew 10:37.
Hihpyn hest & few nenes even in Serdis which heve not defiled thelr goruents; snd
they shail walk with se in white: for they ¢re worthy.' Hevelatiom i,

It is commanded, urged, end eupscied that we shell be worthy Christisns. Let us
therafore consider the characteristics of & worihy Chrisitisn.

i. He is 2 Worshipping Christiszn.

Yorshiy iy ome of the first acts which every Chrisiian should culiivate in
order o be worihy before God. "Bubt ithe hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit snd in truth: for the Father
secketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: sand they that wership him mosd
worshiyp him in spirii and in truth." Johw 412524, In Revelstion 11i:1 John
said that the angel commended him to ¥ERise, snd messure the temple of Godl gad
the sltar. and thes thet worship therein.® Godfs measure of & worthy Christian
is how, when,where, snd in what spiri$s he worships God the Father, (God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirii. :

A Werthy Christian worships in prayer. in praise, in spirit, with s clsan snd
sincere heart, and because of o real love for HSod. Love for God expreassed iz
word and dsed is after all the highest form of worship. True worship impliesg
an attraction te Christ.

0 wership the Xing, 2ll gloriocus above,

And greatefully sivg His wonderfol loves

Cur Shieid and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Favilioned in splendor, and girdsd with praise.

"0 worship the Lord in the beamuty of holiness,
Bow down before Him, His glory proclalim;

With gold of obedience, and incense of lowlinsss,
Eneel and mdore Him. the Lord is Hig name.

"Pear not o enter Eis courts in the slenderness,
Qf the poor wealth thou wouldlst reckon thine;
Pruth in its beauty, and love in ity tenderness,
These are the offerings to luy on His shrine.®

In his pgelms David had much to say about true worship. Therein he gave us
meny modes, words, and szititudes of the soul in worship. Let us patisrn efter
them, and seek to worship the Lord in the besuty of holiness, for i} reslily
means showing our appreciation and the "worih~ship! to our God and His Son,
Jesus Christ.

I1. He is & Welkipg-with~the Lord Christian.

#That ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.® fhis means 10
walk so that we are & credit to the lord and not a liabilisy. This means



iIf.

Iv.

?15

-

walking before the Loxrd in ithis world so ihed we honor and glorify the Lord. It
means to walk with the Lord, not behind Him nor before Him. It means to walk
in love, in fazish, in prayer. in wisdom, ip $ruth, in vicitory, and in constant
fellowsnip with Him. slgo means o welk with Christ de lowly service end
win otherg to Him. It msans to fellow {hrist, to be & friend of Christ, and io
be in comiunion with Chrisy.
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He is a Witnsssing Christian.

Christ said, "Ye shell be witnesses untc Me.! 7The worthy Christian bears witness
10 the saving, satlsfying, and ssrnetifyias powers of (hrist. A worthy Christian
besrs witness bo the grace, beachings, death sndé resurrection of Christ. A
worthy Christisn witnesses to the deilty of Chrizt, znd worships Him ss co-cgual
wiih God. 4 worthy Christisn wiinesses to the presence arné the preesinence of
Christ in the hesrt. iz the life, and in the service rendered. A woerthy Christisn
witrnesses becauss the world W%&Q% the testimony =2nd meny will Ye saved becsuge

of it. He witnesses br lin, by 1ife, snd ny latter,

A witnessing Christisn witnesses in spite of opposition and gven rejection,
leaving the resu.ts with God sxd the Christ who cslled him,.

He is a Working Christian.

He works in love and in faith, and becsuse he has been called to do that parti-
cular work. True (hristisns cannot succeed 1f they stsgnste in their daily
service for God. Faul seys. "We command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ,
that with quietness they work. znc eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, bs not
weary in well deing.? 11 Thesseloniang 7ili-13.

This also means to work with the Lord, not shesd of Him or behind Him. It meansg
a cooperative service with fod. IT means s fellowshly in service which is done
gladly and freely as uatc ithe Lord and noi unio men.

The work is God's and the worker should reckon that he is under the Divine superw
visioa of the Master-workman, Christ Himself. 7There will be a reward for faith~

fuiness, but none seeks to sarn or merit sslvation, if he understands the tesche

ings of Godts Word.

He iz a Watchful Chrigstisn.

“But wsztch thou in 211 things, endure affliciions, do the work of an evangelisgt,
meke full proof of thy ministry." II Timothy 4:5. "Watch and pray, that ye
enter not into tempistion: the spirit indeed is willing, tut the flesh is wesk?.
Hatthew 26:41. The watchful Christisn is czreful and not tsaken urpawares by the
devil, He is obgerving and also tskes into his life the Word of the Lord

which warns bim even by the Voice and Word of the Spirit. He watches his itongus;
hig thoughis, his temper, and his outwerd walk befure menkind. He wetches the
workings of Sstan in order to bewsre of him, flee from him, or resist him.

A wsbchinl Vhrlgtﬁar ig worthy TLecause he seeks to nvoid the things which tend e
wnworily living and even sinful deeds. The wetchful Christian iz prayerful,
careful, considerste of others gnd of the will of Fmd for himself. A wotchful
Christisn studies $o know the will of fod and then =irives to do 1% faithfully.
He ailows God to direct him snd to detect his ds rg for him, lest he should be-
come a castewsy 80 far as service is concerned before God and in the church. '

Ee is & ¥Wise Christisn.
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He is wise with the Goé=gziven wisdom which is precious because it is & real
agset to Christisn living. "Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the will of the Lord iz. Aund be not drunk with wine, vherein is ex—
cess; but be Filled with the Spirit.¥ Ephesiens 5:17-18. Ths wise
Christisn surrenders =1l %o God and then receives his wisdom and grace from
God for daily iiving snd service. For "The wisdom thet is from zlove 1is
first vure, then pescesble, gentle, snd easy to be infrested, full of mercy
and good fruits, without @ulil&ilﬁ&, and without hypocrisy." Jeames 3:17.

Christ is the wisdom and the power of God, therefore, 1f we havé Him we may
te wise with Hig wisdow 2nd sble with Hig sbility. 4 wise Christian svolds
reedless disyputes and ngzrelﬂ, 4 wise Christian avoids the appesrence of
evil end never couris sin or compromises with it. A wise Christisn follows
his Goide and the guide Book «= the ITitle, 4 wise Christian cen be corrected,
and will be wiser snd better for it. »

He is & Walting Christian.

Paul sdémonished the Corinthimns "%c¢ wsit for His Son from heaven.' 1In his
letter to Titus he used ithe expressicn, “looking for that Blessed Hope." Hob
onily does the worthy Christisn weit for His coming, but he also waits upen
God for helyp in time of nsed, that is, he wrays to God and patiently awsiis
the sngwer. ®¥Wait on the Iord: bs of good coorsge, and ke shell strenpthen
thine heerts wail, I say, on the Lord." Peelms £7:14, "For the vision is
yei for en aypoilnted tlme, tul at fhe end 1t shall spesk, snd not lie:

though it terry. waid for it; beesuse it will surely come, it will no3:
tarry.? Habakkuk 2:3. Vhile we watch and weit for His Coming we should

zlse be working in fulfillins His plan and i egr&m for cglling out Eig elect
pecple. CGod welts to answer our prayers =und to be gracious to us, and will
send His Son from heaven a second time without sin unto salvatien. %So Christ
was once offered tc bear the ging of mapy: and unto them that look for him
shall he appear the seccnd iime without sin unto sslvation.® Hebrews 9:28.

May we, therefore, fulfill this meassuremeni of a rvesl and worthy Christian
by being a worshippine Christian, a weliing-with-the-Lord Christisn, e

‘witnessing Christian, a working Chrisitien, & watchful Chrisfisn, & wise

Christian, and o waliting Christian.

d¥elll work till Jesus comes,
Wetll work till Jesus comes,
Wetll work %11l Jesus comes

And welll be gzthered homelill



